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In addition to military equipment, the Mujahidin were supported by foreign fighters from some Arabic countries as well. Afghan Mujahidin did maintain some training centers in the country too. Soviet troops stayed in Afghanistan for ten years and finally in 1988 they began a withdrawal which was completed in 1989. As a result the Afghan government had to defend itself alone and finally in the spring of 1992 collapsed, allowing the Mujahidin to come to power. Regretfully, the Mujahidin were organized in separate groups. During the war and once in power they were unable to unite. Afghanistan became divided into spheres of control and very soon heavy fighting 
Geopolitical Significance of Afghanistan
Afghanistan has seduced many world powers with its geographical position as a country considered to be at the crossroads to riches, be it Alexander the Great attempting to go to Central Asia, the Mongol route to India, or the Soviet Union wanting to taste the warm waters of the Indian ocean. Afghanistan has often been the place that would have completed a perfect empire. Politics, however, are not constant;
Afghanistan's political significance has oscillated with historical developments since the end of the great game (the battle of Central Asia between Russia and Great Britain). In the past, when the silk routes passing through the territory enriched cities like Balkh and Heart, Afghanistan's geographic position had functioned to the advantage of the inhabitants of the country. However since Afghanistan assumed its significance as a buffer state between empires, it has often been a mere battle ground for the proxy wars of external interest groups to the extreme detriment of its inhabitants. Most definitions outline the following key criteria of terrorism in and the threat of violence are the only general characteristics of terrorism upon which all are generally agreed. However, acts like war, riot, organized k in such a way as to maximize the terrorist attack is to create a impact on many large audiences. To show their power and to shake the foundation of the country, terrorists also attack national symbols of countries they oppose, which may negatively affect governments' legitimacy while increasing the legitimacy of the terrorist organization or ideology behind the terrorist attack.
Threats and Challenges for the Security Situation in Afghanistan
Perpetrated for A Political Goal. Terrorist attacks are conducted for a political purpose. Terrorism is described as a political tactic; it is not like letter writing or demonstrations employed by activists when they think no other methods will cause the kind of change they want. Terrorists desire the change so badly that they see their failure to create the change as a much worse outcome than the deaths of civilians or non-combatants.
Deliberate Targeting of Non-Combatants. The nature of terrorism, which is distinctive, lies in its deliberate and specific selection of non-combatants as direct targets. Much of the time, the reason the victims of terrorism are targeted is not because they are threats, but rather because they are symbols, tools, or corrupt beings which tie into a specific view of the world that the terrorists reject. The pain the victims suffer accomplishes the terrorists' goal of instilling fear and getting a message out to audiences.
Disguise. Terrorists almost constantly act as if they are non-combatants, hiding among non-combatants, fighting in the midst of non-combatants/civilians, and attempting to mislead and provoke the government troops to attack the wrong people so that the government may be blamed for it. The Taliban & Al-Qaeda in Afghanistan and
Pakistan offer the best examples here.
Type of terrorism
The following are common types of terrorism in Afghanistan:
 Political terrorism ─ Criminal behavior which causes violence and generates fear among the populace for political purposes.
 Non-political terrorism ─ Actions are not aimed to achieve political goals, but are conducted to create and maintain a high degree of fear, the purpose being coercive, where the end is individual and/or collective gain.
 Limited political terrorism ─ The purpose here is not to capture control of the state, however, acts of terrorism are committed for ideological/political motives.  Hostage taking: Terrorists take hostages to gain publicity for a cause, gain political concessions/asylum, gain release of prisoners, or obtain ransom money. In many instances terrorists take hostages with the intent to kill them when they believe they have exploited the media coverage from the situation.
There is a difference between kidnapping and hostage taking. In a kidnapping the victim is a well-known figure, whereas hostages are not considered wellknown individuals in the society. Hostage situations are often fraught with danger for the terrorist group when they are conducted in enemy territory.
Terrorists attempt to hold hostages in a friendly or neutral area wherever weapons, and rocket launchers are often used as well.
Political Stability
Politically, there are noticeable developments in Afghanistan that appear to be the first steps leading the country to stability and peace. The Bonn process mapped a step by step transition towards increasingly legitimate power structures, culminating in the establishment of a fully representative and freely elected government.  The Afghan National Army, which is still being formed, will consist of 134,000 soldiers when at full strength. Currently it consists of 90,000 troops.
 Training, staffing and sustaining an effective police force is a vital element in assuring security and the rule of law in Afghanistan. Like the Afghan National Army, the Afghan National Police is being formed too.
 The process of reforming the justice sector has been going on.
 The Afghanistan Independent Human Rights Commission has been established and tasked to monitor human rights within the country. It serves to bring human rights concerns to the attention of the Government, the Public and the International Community in a systematic manner as well.
Economic Reconstruction
Much has been done in seven years to aid Afghanistan economic reconstruction.
Afghanistan is much more an agricultural country than an industrial one, and to rebuild the Afghanistan economy there have been many land mine clearance operations to free the agricultural fields from mines placed there over the past three decades of war.
Afghanistan is a very strategic location for investors, thus Afghan related departments and authorities have provided investment opportunities to both national and international investors. Many have invested in telecommunication, modern technology, agriculture, handicraft, rebuilding roads, education, industry, and health care. Afghan exports are on the rise, and in the last year exports have gone up between 12% and 13%. Afghan exports include handicrafts, fresh and dry fruit, minerals, leather products, cotton and precious stones which have gone to the US, India, China, Pakistan, UAE, and Europe. The Afghan authorities have drawn the international community's attention to assist Afghanistan economically, and as a result there have been international conferences held, in London, Tokyo, Europe and Afghanistan itself to help Afghanistan.
There are short-term priorities for the reconstruction period which include the following:
1. Agricultural recovery on a standardized level with modern methods and equipment.
2. Livelihood generation for returning refugees and displaced people.
3. Support to existing communities through the provision of basic services and small-scale development and empowerment programs.
4. Rapid rehabilitation of Afghanistan's main road network.
5. Expansion of the de-mining program.
6. Massive short-run employment generation through public works programs.
7. Re-starting and expanding key social services like education and health, with a focus on reaching girls and women, especially in rural areas.
8. Human capacity mobilization for social services, infrastructure, and public administration.
Drug Mafia
Opium cultivation in Afghanistan has occurred for years, and Afghans have used it for medical purposes for decades. As such, this plant was cultivated in limited amounts depending on the needs and requirements in the country. During the Soviet invasion and the civil war, cultivation of opium increased. Since Afghanistan did not have a powerful regime during these periods, the government had no control over the entire area of the country, and part of the territory in Afghanistan was under the control of armed opposition groups. Opium cultivation was encouraged by neighboring countries too, and it was smuggled through these countries to the world markets. The Soviet Union's military was also involved in trafficking opium by air and land to the world markets and this was another reason which caused increasing opium cultivation in the country. After the Soviet withdrawal and the Afghan government downfall, the Mujahidin took power and opium cultivation increased even more since the militia groups, international mafia, and terrorists in the region benefited from it. When the Taliban ruled the country, opium cultivation was legalized and increased more than ever, because the cultivation has continued to increase even more than before.
Causes for the Increase of Opium Cultivation in Afghanistan.
 There are not enough competent security forces to stop drug cultivation and trafficking.
 The government and coalition lack complete control of territory where drugs have been cultivated, especially in the South, South East, and South West which are under control of the Taliban and Al-Qaeda.
 The Afghan government and its allies are not able to take control of the borders.
 Trafficking drugs by internal and external mafia to neighboring and other countries.
Measures Undertaken by Afghan Government to Deal with the Challenges
The most important issue Afghanistan encounters as a challenge is security. To solve this challenge, the government in Afghanistan has made the decision to build an army able to defend the Afghan territory, a military equipped with modern weapons and technology that meets this requirement. To reach the total number of 134,000 soldiers is one of the country's priorities. The same decision has been made regarding police forces, with the number of policemen and policewomen eventually growing to 80,000.
Greater cooperation is needed among Afghan, Pakistani, US, and NATO militaries in the border areas. The Afghan government should form Border Police Units to police and maintain its borders. To build infrastructure in Afghanistan is one of the priorities, although much has been done, it is not sufficient. To enable people to get connected to the government, to allow security forces to expand their security operations, and to facilitate merchant trading, it is imperative to rebuild roads connecting villages, towns, cities, and provinces.
Up to now more than 45,000 km road in the country have been built. Since Afghans lack capacity, and it is vital to build it, donations from the rest of the world are significant for this reconstruction. It is also notable that during the past seven years a number of educated Afghans have returned back to their homeland.
To exploit and utilize natural resources is another goal in Afghanistan. A contract between Afghanistan and China has been completed for utilizing a copper mine 35 km south-east of Kabul, and it is significant to use other natural resources in the country to help improve the economy.
Water resources are used for three purposes: irrigation, producing electric power, and drinking. In comparison to seven years ago, more water resources have been tapped, but they are still insufficient, and much of the water flows out of the country because there is little capacity to capture it for the above purposes.
To eradicate opium fields, there is need to create alternate livelihoods for people growing this plant. Though the Afghan government and international community have made some efforts, they are woefully inadequate, and more must be done.
From the very forming of the Afghan National Army (ANA), more than 10,000 military operations have been conducted, but military operations are not the only ways to return stability, peace and normalcy to the country. Talks and negotiations are necessary and effective ways too, and must be continued. Indeed, Afghans have been doing their best to bring back peace and stability to their country. Being an active member of the international community is one of Afghanistan's desires, and for that reason Afghanistan has made every effort to build a powerful security sector. In addition to the security sector in Afghanistan, other governmental and
